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PREFACE 

My name is Elizabeth Maud, and this is a story inspired by my great-grandmother, Maud Elizabeth. 

In Chicago during the early twentieth century, Irish Catholic women simply did not leave their husbands. 

A wife’s duty was to family and church, and so whatever her hardships, she endured. Unless she was 

Maud Elizabeth McAllister, known to me as Gram. A fiercely devout woman, Gram nonetheless 

flouted the edicts of religion when her daughter Rita was three years old. She packed the two of them 

up and left her marital home, retreating to the boarding house run by her parents and siblings. She lived 

and worked there, sharing a room and a bed with my grandmother, until Rita received a marriage 

proposal of her own and moved out to marry my grandfather. These are the only verifiable facts about 

why Gram chose to leave her marriage, though it meant defying convention, propriety, and her faith. 

This is all that is known about Gram’s husband: his name was Thomas Jones, he worked for a diamond 

mining company, and he was - rumor has it - a drunk. Outside of those details, no one talks about him. 

While I was fortunate enough to know my great-grandmother (who lived to be 98), she passed away 

when I was 13 and not yet wise enough to inquire about her past. And if any of my relatives know more 

than I do, they aren’t talking. Many Irish Catholics believe that family secrets are secret for a reason.  

As Maud Elizabeth’s namesake, her story has captivated me for most of my life. In light of her fervent 

Catholicism, I believe she left Thomas Jones but never actually divorced him. I also believe that if - and 

only if - she felt her daughter was no longer safe, would she be driven to such a drastic, uncharacteristic 

choice. It is with these beliefs firmly in place that I began to turn Maud into Bernadette, and to do my 

best to honor her by telling her story - a story of loss, bravery, and love. 
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NORTH AMERIKAY 

(a 3-part, 9-episode limited series) 

Does faith require sacrifice? After a harrowing loss, a young Irish Catholic woman and her 

family adjust to life in 1915 Chicago. Her father’s grief, the call of women’s suffrage, and her 

closest friend’s unwed pregnancy are the least of Bernadette Daley’s worries when a 

compelling Black man moves into her home and her heart. Ultimately Bernadette must choose 

between the life that faith and duty demand of her, or a life where her soul and heart are free. 

Chicago, 1915 - 1921 
In the early 20th Century, Chicago is a consummate melting-pot. Among all the 

ethnicities and nationalities gathered there, a wave of Irish immigrants and the Great Migration 

of formerly enslaved people from the south make these two groups the most prominent 

communities in Chicago. As a result, racial tensions run high in the city, building up to the race 

riots of 1919. Conversely, there are neighborhoods that serve as a kind of safe haven, where 

interracial friendships and even romantic relationships are supported and harbored. However, 

venturing outside of these havens in any display of solidarity subjects both Black and white 

Chicagoans to racial prejudices and hostility. 

Part One - 1915 
Glenarm, Ireland. The Daley family prepares to embark for Chicago. Filial duty calls, 

and Seamus and Mary believe there will be more and better opportunities for their children in 

America. Before leaving, Seamus plans to carry out one last action against the British with 

other local members of Sinn Fein. His daughter Bernadette insists on accompanying him and 

her brothers, Barra and James, to the final meeting. Seamus concedes. The meeting is 

interrupted with news that the Daley home and pub are on fire. They find the building in 

flames. Everyone is safe, but when Bernadette asks about the family dog, the youngest child, 

Maud, rushes back toward the building to save him and is killed in the inferno. 

Chicago, Illinois. Months later, the Daley family works toward building a new life, 

running a boarding house alongside Mary’s widowed sister-in-law, Mary Brigid. Seamus’s faith 

is shattered by the loss of his daughter, whereas Mary is more devout than ever. Wracked 

with guilt over Maud’s death, Bernadette is also exceedingly pious (like her mother) and feels 

a fierce sense of duty to her family. What Bernadette doesn’t count on is her burgeoning belief 

in social justice. Her new friend Lucy takes Bernadette to a suffragette meeting, where she 

discovers her passion for women’s rights and, eventually, her distaste for the racial division of 

the movement. This awakening is only compounded 



when her mother hires two formerly enslaved siblings, Anton and Ruby, to work in the 

boarding house kitchens. The connection between Bernadette and Anton is immediate, 

palpable, and categorically forbidden - by the church, the law, and her family. 

Meanwhile, Seamus gets in too deep with the labor movement, putting himself in 

harm’s way and infuriating his wife. Lucy has an affair with Barra, the eldest Daley brother. 

When they accidentally conceive a child, Lucy is forced to retreat to a Magdalene home. With 

the help of their Aunt Mary Brigid, Barra and James plan a return to Ireland to join the growing 

uprising. James grows reluctant to leave as he forges a friendship with Ruby. 

When Mary presents Bernadette with an appropriate (white, Catholic) suitor, she tries 

to like him for her mother’s sake. But her feelings for Anton grow too strong to deny. 

Part Two - 1918 
Bernadette and Sean Murray (the proper suitor) are now married. They have difficulty 

conceiving a child, and with every passing month Sean’s drinking and violent outbursts grow 

more and more frequent. Just when Bernadette starts to feel overwhelmed by it all, she 

discovers she’s pregnant, and Sean’s attitude towards her changes completely. He’s gentle 

and loving, and talks often of how wonderful it will be to raise their son together. He still 

drinks, but his drunk behavior is now jovial and sentimental. 

Whenever she visits the boarding house, Bernadette and Anton do their best to keep 

distance between them. When they are together, it’s clear their passion for each other is alive 

and well, though they both work hard to ignore it. 

Barra and James have returned from Ireland, where James was severely injured during 

the Easter Uprising. His right leg doesn’t work well on its own, and he needs a cane to walk. 

He and Ruby forge an even stronger friendship, with each of them harassed on the streets for 

different reasons beyond their control. They take to holing up together, reading each other 

stories and avoiding the outside world. 

Incensed by the loss of his sister and now his brother’s compromised life, Barra 

becomes a labor revolutionary. Seamus shifts his focus to the calmer side of the movement, 

writing for publications and leaflets that are distributed to workers. But Barra spearheads 

violent actions against factories and business owners. He and Lucy have drifted apart, though 

she’s back at work for the Daley’s. The rift between them becomes permanent when she 

engages in a courtship with Matthew Kennedy, a businessman with his eye on the boarding 

house property. Much more reserved and pious since having 



to give up her child, Lucy aims to make a better life for herself, which she now sees as marrying 

up and having a family. 

When Bernadette gives birth to a baby girl, Sean is devastated. He spirals back into 

violent outbursts, causing concern among Anton and Bernadette’s family. She deflects their 

worries, making excuses for her husband. She tries to convince herself that the Sean who was 

there through her pregnancy can and will come back to her, even as his abuses worsen, and 

show no sign of abating. 

Part Three - 1921 
Their daughter Maud now three years old, Bernadette lives an isolated life. She cooks 

and cleans for her husband and tries to keep him from getting angry. She only sees her family 

at church, where she tries (and fails) to put on a good face for her mother. Mary begs Seamus to 

help their daughter before something terrible happens, but he’s reluctant to interfere with 

another man’s household. He convinces himself that the situation isn’t as bad as Mary thinks. 

After Bernadette suffers a miscarriage, Sean comes home in a terrible state. When he 

starts in on Bernadette, Maud valiantly tries to protect her mother and ends up at the brute end 

of one of his fiercest blows. Horrified, Sean relents when Bernadette screams him out of their 

house. While he’s gone, she packs a few things, and takes Maud back to her family. Anton 

finds them at the front door. He delivers them to Mary and runs to get a doctor for Maud. 

Barra and James want to go on the hunt for Sean, but Seamus promises he’ll be dealt with in 

good time. 

Meanwhile, trapped in a superficial marriage, Lucy has a brief, intense affair with Barra. 

When she realizes she’s pregnant she confesses to Barra that she isn’t sure if it’s his or her 

husband’s, and Barra refuses to see her again. 

 Sean shows up at the boarding house looking for his wife and child, and Seamus greets 

him with a shotgun. Anton later approaches Seamus and Barra, suggesting that an “accident” 

befall Sean Murray. 

Anton and Bernadette reconnect, and refuse to fight their love any longer. Mary 

cautions her daughter against such a dangerous connection, but Bernadette tried what she was 

supposed to do, and look where that got her. When she learns she’s pregnant with Anton’s 

child, Bernadette faces the impossible choice of staying close to her family, or leaving the 

security of their home for a life with the man she loves. 
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